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Facts may be denied, and charges laughed out of
countenance; but where the general sentiment and
feeling of mankind are in question, our common
language is often the clearest and most impartial
witness ; and the conclusions thus furnished are not
to be parried by wit, or eluded by sophistry. In the
present case, our ordinary modes of speech furnish
sufficient matter for the determination of the argu-
ment ; and abundantly prove our disposition to
consider as matters of small account, such sins as
are not held to be injurious to the community. We
invent for them diminutive and qualifying terms,
which, if not, as in the common uses of language *,
to be admitted as signs of approbation and good-
will, must at least be confessed to be proofs of our
tendency to regard them with palliation and indul-
gence. Free-thinking, gallantry, jollity3, and a
thousand similar phrases, might be adduced as in-
stances. But it is worthy of remark, that no such
•soft and qualifying terms are in use, for expressing
the smaller degrees of theft, or fraud, or forgery, or
any other of those offences, which are committed by
men against their fellow-creatures, and in the sup-
pression of which we are interested by our regard to
our temporal concerns.
The charge which we are urging is indeed unde-
niable. In the case of any question of honour or of
moral honesty, we are sagacious in discerning, and
inexorable in judging, the offence. No allowance is
made for the suddenness of surprise, or the strength
of temptations. One single failure is presumed to
imply the absence of the moral or honourable prin-
2	Vide the Grammarians and Dialecticians, on the Diminutives
of the Italian and other languages.
3	Many more might be added, such as, A good fellow, a good
companion, a libertine, a little free, a little loose in talk, wild, gay,
jovial, being no  man's enemy but his own, &c. &c. &c. &c, ;
above all, having a good heart.

